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US COVID Data
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Data updated 12/15/21



COVID-19 in Maricopa County

12/16/2021 3

Up ~13,300 over past week

~3,250 in 0-19 year age group

• 309 schools in open outbreak status

Data updated 12/15/21
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Hospitals are near capacity
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Flu update

• Flu cases have doubled since 
last week

• Predominantly Influenza A 
(respiratory symptoms)

• Flu and COVID-19 share 
many symptoms

• Recommend testing for 
BOTH
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LINK TO ->

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm


Delta is still the predominant variant, and…
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Omicron Variant

• The Omicron variant contains more mutations than previous 
strains, which appears to lead to increased transmission and 
ability to infect people who have been previously infected and 
those who are vaccinated

12/03/2020 8



What We Know about Omicron
• How easily does Omicron spread? The Omicron variant likely will spread more easily than the original SARS-

CoV-2 virus and how easily Omicron spreads compared to Delta remains unknown. CDC expects that anyone 

with Omicron infection can spread the virus to others, even if they are vaccinated or don’t have symptoms.

• Will Omicron cause more severe illness? More data are needed to know if Omicron infections, and 

especially reinfections and breakthrough infections in people who are fully vaccinated, cause more severe 

illness or death than infection with other variants.

• Will vaccines work against Omicron? Current vaccines are expected to protect against severe illness, 

hospitalizations, and deaths due to infection with the Omicron variant. However, breakthrough infections in 

people who are fully vaccinated are likely to occur. With other variants, like Delta, vaccines have remained 

effective at preventing severe illness, hospitalizations, and death. The recent emergence of Omicron further 

emphasizes the importance of vaccination and boosters.

• Will treatments work against Omicron? Scientists are working to determine how well existing treatments 

for COVID-19 work. Based on the changed genetic make-up of Omicron, some treatments are likely to remain 

effective while others may be less effective.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/why-measure-effectiveness/breakthrough-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html


COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters



Quarantine Protocols - Reminder

• MCDPH is following CDC guidelines – we anticipate updated guidance in next few 
weeks

• Potential MCDPH test-to-stay protocols will be presented to our Board of 
Supervisors in January

• Potential protocols will be informed by the results of our test-to-stay pilot as well as 
results from pilot studies from other jurisdictions

12/16/2021 13



Essential workers

• In 2022 MCDPH guidance documents will be updated to reflect 
CDC and ADHS recommendations that DOES NOT provide for 
unvaccinated individuals to attend work while in quarantine

• Only vaccination status or recent infection (last 90 days) will 
exempt a non-vaccinated staff member from quarantine in the 
event of a close contact

• Most test-to-stay protocols apply to students only, not staff

• Encourage staff to BE VACCINATED
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Is herd immunity possible?

• Herd immunity happens when enough people have immunity 
to a virus that those without are far less likely to be infected

• The percent of the population needed to get to herd immunity 
is related to:
– How contagious the disease is – R0 and Rt

– R0 and Rt change for different variants

– What mitigations are in place

– Mutations of the virus

• We are not close to herd immunity

12/16/2021 15



MCDPH Provisional School Staffing Team
The Provisional School Staffing program is a COVID-
19 emergency response initiative designed to
provide health office support staff to underserved
schools. As the product of a health-inequity grant,
this program prioritizes provisional school staffing
through a COVID-19 prioritization rubric based on
the needs of both the school and its surrounding
community.

Our purpose is to offset the added workload from
COVID-19 related tasks, through the end of the
school year

Provisional staff are not medically certified, but can
provide stable, customized assistance.

How does the Provisional School Staffing program tie 
in with the MRC Volunteer program?

The K-12 School Volunteer program is a project 
handled by the MCDPH’s Medical Reserve Corp, which 

provides similar services using emergency response 
volunteer staffing. The Provisional School Staffing and 

MRC’s program are complimentary and are not 
designed to supplant each other. MRC volunteer 
staffing will be taken into consideration with any 

provisional staffing placements.

MRC
MRC



MCDPH Provisional School Staffing

STAFF UP!
https://ppe.maricopa.gov/K12Support

Questions? Connect with us:
1. SchoolsStaffingTeam@maricopa.gov

2. Talk with a Regional School Coordinator
• Ethan: 602-372-1424
• Kyle: 602-372-1443
• Main: 602-372-2060
Insight Global is hiring in your community!

https://bit.ly/MaricopaSchoolStaff

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/K12Support
mailto:SchoolsStaffingTeam@maricopa.gov
http://ihttps/bit.ly/MaricopaSchoolStaff


Provisional School Staffing FAQ's

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/K12Support
What is the prioritization rubric?

How do staffing assignments work?

How are Provisional School Staff assigned?

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/K12Support


School PPE, Cloth mask, Disinfectant & Testing 
Requests

• To request Hand Sanitizer, Cleaning Supplies, PPE, Testing supplies, 
etc…  fill out a request at  https://ppe.maricopa.gov/

Testing Supplies

Adult size

Pediatric

size

Masks for

Musicians

Limited quantities

https://ppe.maricopa.gov/


Check for updates and FAQs!

https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
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•Email us:
•COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
•SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov

•CARES Team: (602) 506-6767
•Website https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019
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https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities
mailto:COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
mailto:SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov​
https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019
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See you January 6th!
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